
good/bad, large/small
hot/cold, up/down
new/old, long/short
right/wrong, black/white
smooth/rough, expected/unexpected
paid/unpaid, overseas/domestic
employed/unemployed, satisfactory/unsatisfactory

faint/bold, mobile/immobile
great/terrible, young/old
high/low, right/wrong
lenient/strict, clean/dirty
well/ill, unique/normal
calm/upset, friendly/unfriendly
guilty/innocent, flat/hilly
significant/insignificant, suitable/unsuitable
permanent/temporary, moral/immoral
helpful/unhelpful, concrete/abstraact
spiritual/material, capable/incapable

Adjective Cards
Set One, Beginner to Intermediate, 1-200

A guessing game for English language learners

by John Spiri



Directions

Overview: All levels of students will enjoy this fun, interactive activity. Stu-
dents gain vocabulary knowledge and a deeper understanding of adjectives. 
For one example, my Japanese students usually equate clean with beautiful be-
cause the Japanese translation for both is kirei. This activity allows them to 
make a distinction between the two English words, connecting dirty with its 
opposite clean. 

The first adjective on each card, written in black, is ranked in order of fre-
quency (based on the JACET 8000 Word Frequency List*). There are, however, 
some difficult pairs even among the early cards. For example, pairs of words 
that seemed unreasonably difficult were moved out of this set of cards (1-200) 
to Set Two, Intermediate to Advanced cards, 201-400. 

When choosing which of the 200 cards are appropriate for students, consider 
the following factors. 

(1) Sometimes the first (black) word is easy but the opposite word is difficult, 
and vice versa. 

(2) In some cases it’s tough to imagine the opposite of a relatively easy adjec-
tive. That’s part of the enjoyment of the activity; students coach their partner  
providing hints and gestures when he or she doesn’t know.

Preparation:
1. There are two types of paper to use. One is perforated name card paper 
(A-One company for making meishi in Japan). The PDF should print precisely 
to fit these perforated A4 sized papers. If perforated paper is not available, sim-
ply print the cards onto A4 sized matte paper, then cut along the dotted lines 
with scissors (you might want to invite students to do some of the cutting!).
2. Choose the cards you’d like your students to practice.

In class:
3. Review words such as noun, verb, adjective and adverb. In particular, explain 
what an adjective is.
4. Explain that each student will receive 1-5 cards which they will not show 
their partner.
5. If you give students a couple of minutes to prepare, partners may look up 
unknown words in a dictionary or ask the teacher the meaning.
6. Partner A asks partner B, “What is the opposite of XXX?” with “XXX” being 
the black word on their card.
7. If partner B doesn’t know, partner A should give a hint, gesture, or transla-



tion.  I always emphasize that a translation should be the last option when all 
else fails.
8. Partner B guesses the opposite adjective.
9. Partner B does steps likewise for Partner A.
10. After pairs are finished with a few guesses, cards are passed around the 
room. If the room is set up in rows the teacher should fetch cards from the end 
of the chain and bring them to the pair that starts the chain.

* The JACET 8000 is based on the BNC (British National Corpus) and adjusted for American and 
Japanese usages and other factors.



   1. 

good / bad

 2. 

large / small, 
little

 3. 

new / old

 4. 

long / 
short

 5. 

great / 
terrible

 6. 

young / 
old

 7. 

high / low

 8. 

right / left

 9. 

right / wrong

 10. 

black / white



 191. 

typical /
atypical

 192. 

emotional /
rational,

unemotional
 193. 

pleased /
displeased

 194. 

asleep / 
awake

 195. 

inner /
outer

 196. 

hungry /
full, 

satisfied
 197. 

remarkable /
unremarkable

 198. 

attractive /
ugly, 

unattractive
 199. 

valuable /
worthless

 200. 

silly /
serious


